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limits the exercise of such authority to per-
sons at the Secretarial level, such authority
shall be exercised by the appropriate Under
Secretary or Assistant Secretary of Defense.

The ASD(HA) may redelegate these au-
thorities, as appropriate, and in writing, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically indicated
above or as otherwise provided by law or reg-
ulation.
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§ 368.1 Purpose.
This part promulgates the statement

of the functions of the Department of
Defense and its major components.

§ 368.2 Organizational relationships in
the Department of Defense.

(a) All functions in the Department
of Defense and its component agencies
are performed under the authority, di-
rection, and control of the Secretary of
Defense.

(b) The Department of Defense is
composed of the Office of the Secretary
of Defense (OSD), the Military Depart-
ments and the Military Services within
those Departments, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JCS) and the Joint Staff, the
Unified and Specified Combatant Com-
mands, the Defense Agencies and DOD
Field Activities, and such other offices,
agencies, activities and commands as
may be established or designated by
law, or by the President or the Sec-
retary of Defense. The functions of the
heads of these offices shall be as as-
signed by the Secretary of Defense in
accordance with existing law.

(1) In providing immediate staff as-
sistance and advice to the Secretary of

Defense, the Office of the Secretary of
Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
though separately identified and orga-
nized, function in full coordination and
cooperation in accordance with 32 CFR
part 371.

(i) The Office of the Secretary of De-
fense includes the Deputy Secretary of
Defense, Under Secretaries of Defense,
Director of Defense Research and Engi-
neering, Assistant Secretaries of De-
fense, Comptroller of the Department
of Defense, Director of Operational
Test and Evaluation, General Counsel
of the Department of Defense, Inspec-
tor General of the Department of De-
fense, and such other offices and offi-
cials as may be established by law or
by the Secretary of Defense.

(ii) The Chairman and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff are directly responsible
to the Secretary of Defense for the
functions assigned to them. To the ex-
tent it does not impair his independ-
ence in the performance of the duties
as a member of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, each member of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, except the Chairman, shall in-
form the Secretary of his Military De-
partment regarding military advice
rendered by members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff on matters affecting his
Military Department.

(2) Each Military Department (the
Department of the Navy to include the
United States Marine Corps, and the
United States Coast Guard when trans-
ferred in accordance with sections 2, 3,
and 145 of 14 U.S.C.) shall be separately
organized under its own Secretary and
shall function under the direction, au-
thority, and control of the Secretary of
Defense. Orders to the Military Depart-
ments shall be issued through the Sec-
retaries of these Departments, or their
designees, by the Secretary of Defense
or under authority specifically dele-
gated in writing by the Secretary of
Defense or as provided by law.

(i) The Secretary of each Military
Department, and the civilian employ-
ees and members of the Armed Forces
under the jurisdiction of the Military
Department Secretary, shall cooperate
fully with the Office of the Secretary of
Defense to achieve efficient adminis-
tration of the Department of Defense
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